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it's important to think about the conse-
quences of particular kinds of de-arrests.
Criminal charges for physically intervening
during an arrest range from misdemeanor
interference charges to felony escape and
assault on an officer charges. In some states
“anti-lynching laws” have been used to re-
press anti-racist activists who attempted de-
arrests. It 1s also the case that LEO use of
force varies. At the scene of a protest lethal
force is often tempered, but on the streets on
a “normal day” an officer could easily resort
to lethal force with relative impunity if they
feel remotely threatened. That being said, a
hostile crowd at protest that's shown its
willingness to act often makes officers think
twice as opposed to a pacified crowd that
can be steam-rolled.

Something else to consider is how identifi-
able you or the person you plan to de-arrest

Pressuring

police to release the
arrestee(s).

Last, but not least, this
tactic can often be
done with the lowest
level of risk out of all
the tactics mentioned
here. One basic and
pretty effective imple-
mentation of this tactic
is totally surrounding the officers who have
the arrestee or otherwise blocking them
and/or their vehicle and chanting “Let them
go!” and the like until the LEOs cave to the
mounting pressure. As we're writing this a
couple instances of such a use of this tactic
have come out of the Palestine solidarity
campus occupations.




This tactic has also been used with some
success via surrounding police stations and
uses online pressure campaigns, though this
is less wide spread and requires more spe-
cific circumstances than having someone re-
lease before they're processed at a station or
jail.

The benefit of this tactic is that its the police
themselves consenting to the unarrest so
while they are in some sense being forced to
release the arrestee(s) so the dearresters and
the ex-arrestee won't have to face escape or
assault charges if they are tracked down lat-
er. If you don't have a crowd asserting pres-
sure there may be some interference charges
that come with blocking a police vehicle
that may be more easily handed down for
only one or two people blocking a police
vehicle, but in many cases these are misde-
meanor offenses and catch and release.

oo einicl All de-arrest tactics, are

best done with the backing of a at least a
handful of people. Not only does having
more people make it easier to overpower the
officers' holds if you're physically interven-
ing, but also so that those performing the
de-arrest can be de-arrested themselves as
trying to pull an arrestee away from LEOs
can result in officers grabbing and trying to
arrest the people who are performing the de-
arrest. This also applies to tactic 4 as men-
tioned previously where a critical mass can
be a deterrent and better at blocking a vehi-
cle that contains an arrestee. If you feel you
need more people during a de-arrest yelling
to fellow protesters for help can break peo-
ple out of the passive observer role.

Being arrested, jailed, and catching charges
are all awful experiences, but many, if not
all, protest arrests are catch and release so





